
On Tuesday, March 11, Mayor Tad Farrell testified before the Minnesota House in support of
Floodwood’s $2 million bonding request. Introduced by Representative Spencer Igo, the bill seeks
state funding to expand water and wastewater infrastructure along County Road 832 (Floodwood
Road) to accommodate residential and commercial growth.

The request aligns with Floodwood’s recent annexation of 127.5 acres, a key step in the city's vision
for economic expansion. The funds would support the design and extension of water, sewer, and
street infrastructure, laying the foundation for new housing and business opportunities.
Floodwood’s Master Plan in Development
The city has contracted with InGensa, and is currently in the development stages of a master plan
for the newly annexed property and intends to include:

Platting & zoning for residential and commercial development
Extending essential infrastructure (water, sewer, streets)
Installing fire hydrants for fire protection and system maintenance
Encouraging diverse growth through mixed-use development

Mayor Farrell emphasized how the City of Floodwood is centrally located, and “The Center of
Everything.” He testified how this investment would strengthen Floodwood’s economy, attract new
businesses and families, and improve public services in a community where 70% of residents fall
into the low-to-moderate-income category.
Why It Matters
With a median household income of $33,274, significantly lower than the state average, Floodwood
faces financial challenges that make infrastructure investment difficult without external support.
The proposed expansion would help sustain the city’s medical and dental clinics, local businesses,
K-12 school, and Polar Cubs Childcare Center, ensuring continued services for both existing and
new residents.

Despite economic hurdles, Floodwood remains a gateway to the Iron Range and a community ready
for growth. Mayor Farrell’s testimony before the House underscores the city’s commitment to
securing the resources necessary for a thriving future. The next steps involve continued advocacy
and working with state legislators to advance the bonding bill, ensuring Floodwood’s long-term
sustainability and prosperity.
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Floodwood City Council Meetings 
2nd & 4th Tuesday of Every Month at 6:00 p.m.
Tad Farrell - Mayor, Melinda Felknor - Clerk, 

  Derek Hart, Maureen Johnston & Tim Lamping - City
Councilors, Faith Suonvieri - Treasurer
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P A R K S  &  R E C R E A T I O N
The Parks & Recreation Committee met on March 4th to
discuss ongoing projects, grant opportunities, and
recreational improvements. Key topics included progress
on the LCCMR Campground Project and findings from the
CEDA First Impression Report, which highlighted interest
in expanding outdoor activities.

Grant updates included a recent Age-Friendly Grant
application that was not selected, while funding is still
pending for the No Child Left Inside Grant. Upcoming
opportunities include potential support from T-Mobile,
Minnesota Power, and the Minnesota Outdoor Recreation
Grant. The city has secured a $30,000 Blandin Foundation
Grant for campground playground equipment.

Looking ahead, priorities include playground features, a
pavilion or picnic shelter at the campground, and a possible
campground grand opening. Plans were also discussed to
provide campers with local information on recreation,
businesses, and area attractions.

At the March 11, 2025, City Council meeting, the Floodwood City
Council unanimously voted to extend a conditional job offer to
Christopher Kelley for the position of Chief of Police, pending a
background investigation. Kelley, a retired Minneapolis Police
Officer, brings 23 years of law enforcement experience.

The interview committee—comprised of Councilors Derek Hart and
Maureen Johnston, Undersheriff Jason Akerson, Deputy Clerk Cory
Suonvieri, and Utility Clerk Kay Farrell—interviewed three applicants
before unanimously recommending Kelley to the City Council.

The next step in the hiring process is a thorough background
investigation. Stay tuned for further updates as the city moves
forward.
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